
dedicatory statue of the stratagos in question was signed 
by Epicharmos of Soloi, whose earliest known signa- 
tures cannot be dated before the middle of the second 
century BC.14 Although the dates of artists' signatures 
may in some cases be relative ones, it is hardly likely that 
Epicharmos the elder was working half a century before 
his earliest datable signature, that is, near the time of the 
first Cretan War. The fact that Epicharmos'floruit was 
in the second half of the second century BC seems to be a 
decisive reason for dating Syll.3 673 to the second 
Cretan War in I55-3 BC; if this is correct, there is no 
evidence that Nisyros was Rhodian before c. 200 BC, 

when the unnamed Nisyrian stratagos in his earlier career 
served under Rhodian nauarchs known to have been 
active from 200-I90 BC.15 
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The Portland Vase again 

In Euripides' Iphigeneia in Aulis the chorus at lines 
Io36-97 compares the wedding of Peleus and Thetis 
(1036-79) with the fate of Iphigeneia, brought to Aulis 
by the deceitful promise of marriage to Achilles in order 
to be sacrificed to Artemis (1080-97).1 Of the two 
scenes on the Portland vase (FIG. I), one has been 
persuasively identified as the wedding of Peleus and 
Thetis, with figures A, B, C and D representing 
respectively Peleus, Eros, Thetis and Poseidon or Zeus.2 
The interpretation of the second scene, however, has 
proved more difficult. Here J. G. F. Hind has recently 
stressed the importance of the lowered wedding torch 
held by the central reclining female figure F. He 
suggests Dido for this figure with Aeneas as figure E and 
Venus or Juno as figure G, so that the whole vase 
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14 G. E. Bean, JHS lxxiii (1953) 31; K. F. Kinch and Chr. 

Blinkenberg, Fouilles de Lindos, Pt 2: Les Inscriptions (Berlin/Copen- 
hagen 1941) i 54, no. 74. 

15 This is the conclusion reached by Fraser and Bean, Rhod. Per. (n. 
6) 151; for the dates of the nauarchs in question, see 148 and n. 6. 
Neither Holleaux (n. 12) nor, more recently, W. E. Thompson, 
TAPA cii (1971) 6I5-20, saw the force of the argument about the date 

ofEpicharmos. On the other hand, Nisyros cannot have been Rhodian 
much before 200 BC, because Philip V wrote to the island as an 

independent community (Syll.3 573,=IG xii (3) 91) shortly before 
that date; see Rhod. Per. I5I-2. 

becomes 'an early imperial essay in adapting Hellenic 
legend to relate to Rome's past, and specially to Rome's 
Augustan present'.3 An alternative identification of 
figures E, F and G with Achilles,4 Iphigeneia and 
Artemis would give a simpler thematic unity to the 
vase's decoration and restore its character as a private 
object. 
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1 See further Lucr. i 84-o00 for a developed contrast between the 

expected wedding and the actual sacrifice. 
2J. G. F. Hind, JHS xcix (1979) 21-2, with B. Ashmole, JHS 

lxxxvii (1967) 5-7. 
3 Hind (n. 2) 22-5. 
4 See further Ashmole (n. 2) 9-11. 

1 See further Lucr. i 84-o00 for a developed contrast between the 

expected wedding and the actual sacrifice. 
2J. G. F. Hind, JHS xcix (1979) 21-2, with B. Ashmole, JHS 

lxxxvii (1967) 5-7. 
3 Hind (n. 2) 22-5. 
4 See further Ashmole (n. 2) 9-11. 

A B C D E F 

FIG. I. The Portland Vase (Courtesy, the Trustees of the British Museum). 

A B C D E F 

FIG. I. The Portland Vase (Courtesy, the Trustees of the British Museum). 

Journal of Hellenic Studies civ (1984) i86 Journal of Hellenic Studies civ (1984) i86 

I86 I86 NOTES NOTES 


	Article Contents
	p.186

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Journal of Hellenic Studies, Vol. 104 (1984), pp. 1-288
	Front Matter [pp.284-288]
	Recollection and the Argument 'From a Hypothesis' in Plato's Meno [pp.1-14]
	Medism: The Origin and Significance of the Term [pp.15-30]
	The Battle of Pydna [pp.31-47]
	Hyperesia in Naval Contexts in the Fifth and Fourth Centuries BC [pp.48-59]
	The Skull from Tomb II at Vergina: King Philip II of Macedon [pp.60-78]
	Gods and Emperors: The Greek Language of the Roman Imperial Cult [pp.79-95]
	Schliemann's Discovery of 'Priam's Treasure': A Re-Examination of the Evidence [pp.96-115]
	Satyrus the Peripatetic and the Marriages of Philip II [pp.116-126]
	Lycophron Italicised [pp.127-151]
	Notes
	Hoplites and Heresies: A Note [p.152]
	The Lamian War-stat magni nominis umbra [pp.152-157]
	Placing Sectio Canonis in Historical and Philosophical Contexts [pp.157-161]
	Signa tabulae priscae artis [pp.161-163]
	The Frogs in the Frogs [pp.163-165]
	BOD in Euripides' Alcestis and Andromache [pp.165-169]
	Two Notes on τέλος and Related Words in the Oresteia [pp.169-176]
	Rhea in Callimachus' Hymn to Zeus [pp.176-177]
	Νημερτής τ̓ ἐρόεσσα μελάγκουρός τ̓ Ἀσάφεια [pp.177-178]
	Euripides, Bakchai 877-81=897-901 [pp.178-179]
	Further Notes on Page, Further Greek Epigrams [pp.179-180]
	For the Heroes are at Hand [pp.181-183]
	The Old Platform in the Argive Heraeum [pp.183-184]
	New ΝΙΣΥΡΙΟΙ from Physkos (Marmaris) [pp.184-186]
	The Portland Vase again [p.186]

	Notices of Books
	untitled [pp.187-188]
	untitled [pp.188-190]
	untitled [p.191]
	untitled [pp.191-192]
	untitled [p.192]
	untitled [pp.192-193]
	untitled [pp.193-194]
	untitled [pp.194-195]
	untitled [p.195]
	untitled [pp.195-196]
	untitled [pp.196-197]
	untitled [pp.197-198]
	untitled [p.198]
	untitled [pp.198-199]
	untitled [p.199]
	untitled [pp.199-200]
	untitled [pp.201-202]
	untitled [p.202]
	untitled [pp.202-203]
	untitled [p.203]
	untitled [pp.203-204]
	untitled [pp.204-205]
	untitled [p.205]
	untitled [pp.205-206]
	untitled [pp.206-207]
	untitled [p.207]
	untitled [pp.207-208]
	untitled [p.208]
	untitled [pp.208-209]
	untitled [pp.209-210]
	untitled [p.210]
	untitled [pp.211-212]
	untitled [pp.212-214]
	untitled [p.215]
	untitled [pp.215-216]
	untitled [pp.216-217]
	untitled [pp.217-218]
	untitled [pp.218-219]
	untitled [p.219]
	untitled [p.219]
	untitled [p.220]
	untitled [pp.220-221]
	untitled [pp.221-222]
	untitled [pp.222-223]
	untitled [pp.223-224]
	untitled [pp.224-225]
	untitled [p.225]
	untitled [pp.225-226]
	untitled [pp.226-227]
	untitled [pp.227-228]
	untitled [pp.228-229]
	untitled [p.229]
	untitled [pp.229-230]
	untitled [pp.230-231]
	untitled [pp.231-232]
	untitled [pp.232-233]
	untitled [pp.233-234]
	untitled [pp.234-235]
	untitled [pp.235-236]
	untitled [pp.236-237]
	untitled [pp.237-238]
	untitled [p.238]
	untitled [pp.238-239]
	untitled [p.239]
	untitled [pp.239-240]
	untitled [pp.240-242]
	untitled [p.242]
	untitled [pp.242-243]
	untitled [pp.243-244]
	untitled [p.244]
	untitled [pp.244-245]
	untitled [pp.245-246]
	untitled [p.246]
	untitled [pp.246-247]
	untitled [pp.247-248]
	untitled [p.248]
	untitled [pp.248-249]
	untitled [p.249]
	untitled [pp.249-250]
	untitled [pp.250-251]
	untitled [pp.251-252]
	untitled [p.252]
	untitled [pp.252-253]
	untitled [pp.253-254]
	untitled [p.254]
	untitled [p.254]
	untitled [pp.254-255]
	untitled [pp.255-256]
	untitled [p.256]
	untitled [pp.256-257]
	untitled [p.257]
	untitled [pp.257-258]
	untitled [pp.258-259]
	untitled [p.259]
	untitled [pp.259-260]
	untitled [p.260]
	untitled [p.261]
	untitled [pp.261-262]
	untitled [pp.262-263]
	untitled [p.263]
	untitled [p.263]
	untitled [pp.263-264]
	untitled [pp.264-266]
	untitled [pp.266-267]
	untitled [pp.267-268]
	untitled [pp.268-269]
	untitled [pp.269-270]
	untitled [pp.270-271]
	untitled [p.271]
	untitled [pp.271-272]
	untitled [pp.272-273]
	untitled [pp.273-274]
	untitled [pp.274-275]

	Books Received [pp.276-283]
	Back Matter





